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5 October 2012 
 
 
 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  24 & 35 SEPTEMBER 2012 
 
I am writing to provide you with a short report on the EU Agriculture and Fisheries Council 
meeting held in Brussels on the 24 and 25 September 2012. The report is attached.   
 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the European and External Relations Committee, 
for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  24 and 25 September 2012 
 
September’s Council had a full agenda, agriculture items were discussed on the 
Monday and fisheries items were taken on the Tuesday.  This was the second 
Agriculture and Fisheries Council under the Cyprus Presidency and Mr Sofoclis 
Aletraris, the Minister for Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment, presided. 
 
Agriculture 
 
The focus of Monday’s session was two public debates on the framework of the CAP 
reform. The first debate covered aspects within the proposed rural development 
regulation and the second discussed the common organisation of the markets in 
agricultural products (CMO). 
 
In respect of rural development the Council debated issues surrounding areas with 
natural constraints (ANCs – previously known as “less favoured areas”), with the 
majority of delegations supporting the introduction of ANCs on the basis of the bio-
physical criteria proposed by the Commission.  While many delegations were broadly 
supportive of the proposed mechanism for fine tuning (i.e. the reassessment and 
possible removal of areas where a natural constraint has been previously 
documented) the need for flexibility between and within Member States, in respect of 
criteria used, was widely flagged as important.  The transition period for 
implementing the new system was also discussed though consensus on a final date 
could not be reached as several Member States expressed a desire to delay the 
debate on ANCs until the CAP has been reformed. 
 
In relation to the CMO, ministers were asked to consider the safety net function of 
the market management measures and the possible need for updating reference 
prices.  Similar to the morning session consensus could not be reached; while many 
delegations supported the Commission’s proposed safety net, several questioned 
the budgetary implications of its use.  Additionally, while many delegations supported 
the principle of updating reference prices, no clear view emerged on how and when 
such a mechanism could be utilised.  
 
In addition to the debates on the CAP, the Council was briefed on the consequences 
for agriculture as a result of the recent drought in some regions of the EU, in 
particular the impact in respect of increasing feed prices.  Information was also 
provided on: the situation in the dairy market; a recent conference in Hanoi on 
agriculture, food security and climate change; the Codex decision on ractopamine – 
a growth promoter used in cattle and pigs; outbreaks in the EU of the Asian 
longhorned beetle; alcohol fraud in the Czech Republic; and, multi-resistant bacteria 
in poultry.  
 
 
Fisheries 
 
The only substantive fisheries point to be taken was a public debate on the 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF).  There was general consensus 
that greater flexibility would be required in the transfers between different headings 
within shared management.  Many Member States supported minimum levels of 
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funding for data collection and control with several suggesting that levels needed to 
be greater than those proposed by the Commission.  Agreement was not reached in 
respect of using the fund to modernise or decommission the fleet as several Member 
States were totally opposed to financing these types of measures.  In respect of 
aligning the administration procedures of the EMFF with those of rural development, 
several Member States suggested that this would be unduly complex, while others 
argued to keep the status quo.  Lastly, many Member States reiterated their position 
that the EMFF should provide more support for aquaculture activities. 
 
Two AOBs were taken: 1) Information from the Spanish delegation on the Fisheries 
Protocol EU-Mauritania, which was adopted on 24 September; and 2) Information 
from the Commission following the Ministerial meeting in London on 3 September on 
the North East Atlantic mackerel stock, which outlined possible trade measures 
that could be taken against Iceland and the Faroe Islands should they exceed the 
scientifically advised total allowable catches for mackerel.  The Council also 
approved the framework sanctions proposal which now allows the Commission to 
bring forward concrete measures in response to a future unsustainable action by a 
third party.  
 
During the Council I held a separate a meeting with Mr Owen Paterson, the new UK 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, where I discussed 
Scotland’s rural and fisheries priorities.  In addition to attending the Council I used 
my time in Brussels to visit the European Parliament where I met a number of MEPs 
to discuss the future of both the CAP and CFP.  
 
The next Agriculture and Fisheries Council will take place in Luxembourg on the 22 
& 23 October 2012. 
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